


CONSENT matters in 
TFGBV too!
Consent is universal — offline and online. Unwanted 
sexual advances, pressure for intimate content, and 
digital stalking violate the same boundaries as physical 
harassment. A lack of consent does not always mean 
someone says “no” or “stop.”  

Why are we talking 
about TFGBV?
TFGBV carries significant health, safety, social, and 
economic consequences for women and girls, for their 
families and communities, and for society as a whole. 
When women and girls self-censor to prevent 
technology-facilitated violence, their voices are silenced 
— and wellbeing suffers. 

What is Technology-Facilitated 
Gender-Based Violence 
(TFGBV)?

An act of violence perpetrated by one or more individuals 
that is committed, assisted, aggravated and amplified in 
part or fully by the use of information and communication 
technologies or digital media against a person on the 
basis of their gender.

There are over 40 different forms—from online 
harassment, hate speech, image-based abuse, and 
cyberstalking, to doxxing and threats of physical or sexual 
assault.

WHAT?

Because TFGBV is a continuation of the existing same 
unequal gender norms and power imbalance we see 
offline, but in digital spaces.

WHY?

Survivors are disproportionately women and girls, as well 
as vulnerable groups including LGBTQI and women in 
public life, are harassed  by strangers,  current or former 
intimate partners.

WHO?

TFGBV can affect people of all ages. While adolescents and 
young people who use social media heavily are particularly 
exposed, anyone can become a target of digital violence. 
Importantly, TFGBV is not a one-time event — it can occur 
at different moments across a person’s life.

WHEN?

Anywhere through work emails, political tweets, smart 
homes, or even location tracking devices in cars and  
  more.

WHERE?

It can also look like:

Blocking someone

Ignoring calls or messages

Not responding to friend requests or online contact

Being a child (there can be no consent in any sexual 

situation)

Agreeing out of fear, pressure, or to stay safe

Even if someone chooses to send a private or 
intimate photo or video, that does not mean they give 
permission for it to be shared, saved, or shown to 
others. Consent to share is separate from consent to 
create or send.

Remember: 

The statistics are alarming:

Globally, nearly 60% of young women with internet 
access have experienced online violence 1.

In Lao PDR, technology is being exploited to 
facilitate early/forced marriage, sex work, or 
trafficking, including across borders into 
neighbouring countries.

1The digital frontline: Protecting women and girls from online violence

Vientiane Women and Youth Center

24/7 hotline (#1361 for women and #137 for men) 
Counselling on sexual and reproductive health

Cyber Security Department, MCIT

Investigation
Collect evidence 
Referrals 

Police Department, MoPS

Support any  threat to safety or forced sex work 
Call #1300 hotline for human trafficking 
Referrals 

Response Mechanisms
In Lao PDR, survivors of TFGBV can seek help 
through several response mechanisms

Lao Women’s Union (LWU)

24/7 hotline (#1362) 
Counselling  
Case management and Referrals 

Lao Youth Union (LYU)

24/7 hotline (#1554) 
Mental health and psychosocial support for 
young boys and girls
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TFGBV is 
real violence

It happens on your phones, computers, apps, 

games

Based on one's gender

Meant to threaten, shame or scare


