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Lao PDR and UNFPA Commit to Working Together to Achieve
the ICPD and SDGs

What’s up in Laos?

Towards achieving universal access to SRHR and implementation of the ICPD PoA

For People - through Progress - with Partners

Bi-monthly Newsletter: July - August 2024

Lao PDR Renews its Commitment to Ending Inequalities on World Population Day

Representatives from government, embassies, development partners, civil society, media, the private
sector, and young people united to celebrate World Population Day. The event aimed to raise awareness
and support for Lao PDR’s commitments made at the 7th Asia-Pacific Population Conference and the
57th Commission on Population and Development. It also sought to engage stakeholders in advancing
the implementation of the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) Programme
of Action.

https://unfpa.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3a7347f698a6c9cc63f7a74d1&id=7ed5b6bcb4&e=b58543b32a
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The celebration featured innovative youth initiatives that highlighted inclusion and diversity. A particularly
poignant moment was the youth-led fashion show, which showcased the Naga fabric and symbolized the
intersection of national heritage with youth aspirations to promote sexual and reproductive health and
rights (SRHR), end gender-based violence (GBV), and empower their roles in the community.

Overall, the event underscored the significance of World Population Day in raising awareness about
national progress, sharing success stories, and learning from best practices to expedite the ICPD
Programme of Action.

Click to watch video
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Gender

Laos, Thailand, and Viet Nam at the 3rd ASEAN Women Leaders’ Summit

Join side event

The joint side event: “No Wrong Door:
Sharing Good Practices on GBV
Response,” at the 3rd ASEAN Women
Leaders’ Summit successfully highlighted
the intersection of GBV and the Care
Economy, showcasing effective GBV
practices from Thailand, Vietnam, and
Lao PDR.

The event engaged over 250 high-level delegates, including ASEAN member states, donor missions, and
UN agencies, demonstrating UNFPA’s key achievements and tangible results in South-South
Cooperation. Additionally, UNFPA participated in significant sessions, including a Fireside Chat on
preventing violence against women and a high-level discussion on the Care Economy. UNFPA statement
emphasized integrating the GBV response, and SRHR into national policies, aligning with the upcoming
ASEAN Declaration on Care Economy, to be endorsed later this year.
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Lao officials joined the KNOwVAW data course

Representatives from Lao Statistic Bureau, National Commission for the Advancement of Women,
Mothers and Children,Lao Women's Union, and UNFPA participated in the KNOwVAWdata intensive
training along with other participants from Asia and Pacific. Supported by Australia in Laos and Australian
Government Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade regionally, this program aimed at enhancing their
skills to collect data on violence against women safely and accurately for the 2nd National Violence
Against Women Prevalence Survey, marking over a decade since the last.

Youth
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International Youth Day 2024: “From Clicks to Progress: Youth Digital Pathways for Sustainable
Development”

The Lao Youth Union (LYU) and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) celebrated International
Youth Day with a vibrant event filled with creativity, artistic performances, and demonstrations of youth
leadership. The event gathered 300 young people and was attended by officials from the different line
ministries as well as civil society organizations.

It highlighted the critical connection between digitalization and accelerating progress on the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), emphasizing the essential contributions of young people to this
transformative process.

Read more

South-South collaboration between Cambodia and Lao PDR to end HIV

UNFPA Cambodia, in partnership with UNAIDS hosted a South-South HIV Programme Learning Visit for
a delegation from Lao PDR composed of representatives from the government, civil society organizations
and UNFPA team. The objective of this visit was to gain insights on the comprehensive HIV prevention
strategies implemented in Cambodia, with a focus on community-led services and innovative approaches
to address gaps in HIV prevention, particularly in achieving the first 95 targets of the 95-95-95 goals.

https://unfpa.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3a7347f698a6c9cc63f7a74d1&id=a78d5d30bc&e=b58543b32a


Population and Development

The Government of Lao PDR concluded the pilot census in 04 provinces

In July, the Lao Statistics Bureau supported by UNFPA completed the pilot census in Bokeo, Houaphanh,
Sekong and Vientiane provinces with 120 field staff, including enumerators, supervisors, and LSBcentral
office personnel. This preparatory step is vital for the 2025 census’s success, helping identify potential

https://unfpa.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3a7347f698a6c9cc63f7a74d1&id=1942349c9b&e=b58543b32a


issues and refine methodologies by testing the effectiveness and accuracy of census procedures and
tools while familiarizing communities with the census questions.

Swiss Development Cooperation “SDC” joins the efforts to support the 5th Population and
Housing Census

UNFPA secured a contribution of 750,000 CHF (over 840,000 USD) from SDC to support the preparation
of the 5th Population and Housing Census in Lao PDR, planned for March 2025 by strengthening the
technical and operational capacities of the Lao Statistics Bureau.



Prioritization workshop on the Demographic Dividend

The Ministry of Planning and Investment and UNFPA organized a Prioritization Workshop on the
Demographic Dividend Road Map for Lao PDR. The Workshop gathered participants from the different
line ministries, civil society and experts to prioritize the key actions that will enable Lao PDR to fully
benefit from its young generation and drive sustainable growth through four strategic investments :

Skills development and education

Comprehensive health services, including SRH

Decent job and employment

Comprehensive social protection and social welfare system

Partnership with Private Sector

UNFPA strengthens the engagement of the private sector in the census

60 businesses in Lao PDR joined the 1st meeting on the private sector’s role in supporting the 2025
Population and Housing Census. They received briefing on the census data use for informed decision-
making, business planning, market research, workforce planning & growth opportunities. The meeting
was organized by UNFPA in close collaboration with the Lao Statistics Bureau and the Australian
Chamber of Commerce.



UNFPA renews its partnership with Crowne Plaza and Holiday Inn Suites Vientiane to empower
youth and women

UNFPA Laos renewed its groundbreaking partnership with Crowne Plaza Vientiane, and Holiday Inn &
Suites Vientiane: a major milestone in enhancing youth empowerment across Lao PDR. This initiative will
offer new training and employment opportunities, aligning with national and global development goals.
With over 60% of the population under 30, investing in youth is crucial for the future of the nation. This
partnership will integrate support from government, development partners, and the private sector to new
opportunities for youth to thrive and advance gender equality principles.

UNFPA in the news
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Publications
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Watch our recent videos
(Images can be clicked to watch)

Weaving the promise for young
people

Global Parents Day: for inclusive
SRH
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UNFPA Laos is grateful to the following donors for their assistance as we work towards delivering a world
where every pregnancy is wanted, every childbirth is safe and every young person’s potential is fulfilled:

Contact and follow us:

laos.office@unfpa.org
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