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16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence in Lao PDR

This year, the 16 Days of Activism in Lao PDR brought together over 50 partners: “Unite! Invest to
Prevent and Respond to Violence Against Women and Girls”. Various public events and outreach
activities, including art and sports, took place in 08 provinces with UNFPA technical support to strengthen
advocacy, sensitization, outreach and community mobilization interventions.

The campaign was kicked off by UNFPA, UNRCO, UNDP, the Lao Women’s Union, senior government
officials, donors, and development partners. The 16-day campaign was set in motion and reinforced by a
strategic statement from the Prime Minister, H.E. Mr. Sonexay Siphandone, as reflected in the government
media outlets.

The Prime Minister’s statement includes ten key actions to eliminate GBV, a set of strategic actions
important in light of the ASEAN chairmanship of Lao PDR in 2024.
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Launching the 16 DoA, Vientiane Capital’s landmark monument: Patuxay was lit up in orange as well as
many other buildings in the city.
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During the 16-day campaign, the Government of Lao PDR also launched the 10th Periodic Report on
the implementation of the CEDAW (prepared with UNFPA’s technical support) jointly with the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. Back in early November, the global CEDAW Committee shared a list of issues and
questions, which the government is committed to take actions and respond to in New York in September-
October 2024.

The Government of Lao PDR committed
to broaden the scope of the current
Violence Against Women (VAW) strategic
frameworks to embrace broader GBV
issues and envisage the 1st-ever GBV
survey after the last survey on VAW
 conducted ten years ago, back in 2014,
which will require technical and financial
resources.
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UNFPA, the Government of Japan, Lao Women’s Union and Provincial authorities opened the  5th and
6th protection shelters for survivors of GBV supported by UNFPA and funded by Japan.
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To wrap-up the 16 DoA campaign, UNFPA held a closing ceremony jointly with the Embassy of
Germany, UNDP and Lao Women’s Union, which brought together representatives of development
partners, donors, civil society, the private sector, government sectors, and various stakeholders.
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KPL: Laos ignites prevention efforts to end violence against women and girls

VTE Times: Laos ignites prevention, response efforts to end violence against
women, girls

VTE Times: Government of Japan supports UNFPA, LWU to protect survivors
of violence in Borikhamxay, Champassak

The Star: Laos PM wants govt to take all steps in ending violence against
women

[LA] Lao Economic-Social: Light Up Patuxay in Orange to commemorate the
international day to elimination of violence against women

[LA] Lao Women’s Union: Light Up Patuxay in Orange to commemorate the
international day to elimination of violence against women

UNFPA Lao PDR is grateful to the following donors for their assistance as we work towards delivering a
world where every pregnancy is wanted, every childbirth is safe and every young person’s potential is
fulfilled:
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